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(College of Economics and Management, China Jiliang University)

Abstract: [Objective] This study aims to analyze the development characteristics and trends of association standards in
China over the past decade, explore their role in promoting economic and social development, and propose strategies for
optimizing their future development. [Methods] Adopting a hierarchical perspective, this research employs word frequency
and trend analysis methods, utilizing Python programming and the Jieba Chinese word segmentation tool. The study analyzes
over 100,000 association standards published on the National Association Standards Information Platform to examine
their development patterns, challenges, and key issues. [Results] The findings reveal that the development of association
standards has evolved in distinct stages: the initial stage addressed basic needs; the middle stage emphasized technological

innovation and industrial upgrading; and the recent stage has focused more on high-end manufacturing and sector-specific
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standardization. Association standards issued by nationally registered associations exhibit notable advantages in cutting-

edge areas such as intelligent technologies and digitalization, while those issued by locally registered associations perform

prominently in agriculture, ecological protection, and public services. Nonetheless, the rapid growth of association standards

has exposed issues related to unclear positioning, inconsistent quality, and a lack of coordination with national standards.

[Conclusion] In light of the observed development patterns over the past ten years, it is essential to acknowledge and address

emerging problems, regulate disorderly practices, and improve governance models in areas such as data governance, role

positioning, and value orientation. These steps are vital to guiding association standards toward higher-quality and more

standardized development.
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