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Analysis of the International Technical Specification ISO/TS 14027:2017
Environmental labels and declarations — Development of product category
rules

HUANG Jin'*”
(1. China National Institute of Standardization; 2. Fangyuan Logo Certification Group Co. , Ltd.;
3. China Quality Certification Centre)
Abstract: [Objective] International technical specifications provide an efficient and consistent procedure for developing high-
quality product category rules (PCR), aimed at enhancing the equivalence of PCR understanding, coordination, and mutual
recognition measures among stakeholders and regions. [Methods] Based on theoretical research and practical experience of
product category rules at home and abroad, this paper elaborates on the principles, content, review, identification, registration,
update, and revision process requirements for the formulation of product category rules. [Results] The development of
product category rules is an essential element for organizations to carry out Type III environmental declarations, as well as a
prerequisite and foundation for communicating environmental information throughout the product lifecycle and implementing
environmental declaration plans. Following unified international technical specifications can help enhance the usefulness

and reliability of PCR on a global scale. [Conclusion] Organizations in China should develop product category rules for
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various industries in accordance with international technical specifications to ensure the quality, consistency, credibility,

and transparency of PCR, reduce risks related to environmental declarations and footprint information communication, and

effectively assist in achieving the “dual carbon” goals.

Keywords: environmental labels and declarations; product category rules;international technical specification
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Environmental statements and programmes for
products — Principles and general requirements:1SO
14020:2022]S].

Environmental labels and declarations — Self-declared
environmental claims (Type II environmental labelling)
— Amendment 1: Carbon footprint, carbon neutral:1SO
14021:2016/Amd 1:2021[S].

Environmental labels and declarations — Type I
environmental labelling — Principles and procedures:1ISO
14024:2018[S].

Environmental labels and declarations — Type
IIT environmental declarations — Principles and
procedures:ISO 14025:2006(S].

Environmental labels and declarations —
Principles,requirements and guidelines for communication
of footprint information:1SO 14026:2017[S].
Environmental labels and declarations — Development of
product category rules:ISO/TS 14027:2017[S].

Environmental statements and programmes for products —

8]

(9]

(1]

[12]

Mutual recognition of environmental product declarations
(EPDs) and footprint communication programmes:1SO/TS
14029:2022[S].

Environmental management—Life cycle
assessmentPrinciples and framework:1SO 14040:2006[S].
Environmental management—Life cycle
assessmentRequirements and guidelines:I1SO
14044:2006]S].

Environmental management — Water footprint
— Principles, requirements and guidelines:1SO
14046:2014[S].

Greenhouse gases — Carbon footprint of products —
Requirements and guidelines for quantification:ISO
14067:2018(S].

Environmental management — Life cycle assessment
— Ciritical review processes and reviewer competencies:

Additional requirements and guidelines to ISO

14044:2006:1SO/TS 14071[S].



