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Abstract: [Objective] The study aims to implement the cooperation concept of integrating “hard connectivity” of
infrastructure with the “soft connectivity” of rules and standards in the Belt and Road Initiative. The “soft connectivity”
between Chinese and Nigerien standards is achieved on the basis of the “hard connectivity” of the Niger-Benin Pipeline
Project. [Methods] A cooperation model of modified standard adoption has been studied and confirmed by leveraging the
advantages of the “three synergistic and complementary” dimensions between China and Niger. By establishing a two-
level evaluation method, a standard pool for transformation and adoption and a recommendation list have been developed.
[Results] It led to the positive outcome of systematically, compliantly and efficiently transforming China’s oil pipeline
standards into Nigerien national standards. [Conclusion] Ultimately, it is demonstrated that: the selection of a cooperation
model adapted to the national conditions of both parties and a scientific standard list is conducive to the implementation
of “soft connectivity”, and provides valuable references for subsequent relevant cooperation.
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