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Theories Interpretation, Operational Mechanisms, and Institutional
Prospects of Standards Cited in Regulations

Ll Jia CUI Yujie
(China National Institute of Standardization)
Abstract: [Objective] With the increasing demand for technology-based governance, citing standards in regulations
has become a widely adopted approach internationally to support the technical content of laws, administrative
regulations, and other normative documents, aiming to coordinate rules and enhance governance efficiency.
[Methods] This paper applies textual and comparative institutional analysis to systematically examine the
connotation and value of standards cited in regulations, clarify the general considerations and principles, and
describe the main modes of these standards. [Results] The study indicates that prior to citing standards, regulators

should consider the evaluation of proposed standards, the determination of their legal effect, the selection of
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appropriate standard types, and cooperative mechanisms; the citation mainly involves direct and indirect approaches.

In light of existing deficiencies in China’s institutional framework, the paper presents systematic analysis and an

outlook on regulatory citation practices across the ex ante, in-process, and ex post stages of legislation. [Conclusion]

The paper provides technical guidance and strategic reference for the practical implementation of citing standards

in regulations, as well as for the standardized and institutionalized development of regulatory citation practices in

China.

Keywords: regulations; standards; connotation; value; citation methods
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