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Abstract: [Objective] This study systematically explores internationalization pathways for association standards
developed by national associations under the China Association for Science and Technology (CAST), aiming to guide
these societies in overcoming practical challenges, advancing the global adoption of their standards, and enhancing the
international recognition and influence of China's standards. [Methods] By integrating policy analysis, statistical data, and
research methodologies, this study systematically examines the current framework and operational rules of international
standards systems, quantitatively evaluates the development status and internationalization level of the association
standards developed by national associations, analyzes key obstacles in the internationalization process from multiple

dimensions, and formulates actionable strategies based on empirical findings. [Results] The research reveals that China
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has established a comprehensive policy and regulatory framework for association standards. Among the 219 national

associations under CAST, 117 have collectively issued 9,812 association standards, with an average annual growth rate

exceeding 30%. However, less than 1/1000 of these standards have been adopted internationally. National associations

still face multiple challenges in standards internationalization processes. [Conclusion] The study proposes actionable,

step-by-step recommendations for diverse pathways to internationalize association standards across various fields and

development stages of national associations, facilitating the accelerated integration of China’s association standards into

the global standardization system.

Keywords: association standards; internationalization; standards internationalization; internationalization pathways;

national associations
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